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receipts and disbursements of the personal representative or collector for the past year. Such 

accounts shall be due by the fifteenth day of the fourth month after the close of the fiscal year 

selected by the personal representative or collector, and annually thereafter. The election of a 

fiscal year shall be made by the personal representative or collector upon filing of the first 

annual account. In no event may a personal representative or collector select a fiscal year-end 

which is more than twelve months from the date of death of the decedent or, in the case of trust 

administration, the date of the opening of the trust. Any fiscal year selected may not be changed 

without the permission of the clerk of superior court. 

The personal representative or collector shall produce vouchers for all payments or verified 

proof for payments in lieu of vouchers. The clerk of superior court may examine, under oath, 

such accounting party, or any other person, concerning the receipts, disbursements or any other 

matter relating to the estate. He The clerk of superior court must carefully review and audit 

such account and, if he the clerk approves the account, he the clerk must endorse his the 

approval of the clerk thereon, which shall be prima facie evidence of correctness, and cause 

the same to be recorded.  

"§ 28A-21-2.  Final accounts. 

(a) Unless the time for filing the final account has been extended by the clerk of 

superior court, the personal representative or collector must file the final account for settlement 

within one year after qualifying or within six months after receiving a State estate or 

inheritance tax release, or in the time period for filing an annual account pursuant to 

G.S. 28A-21-1, whichever is later. If no estate or inheritance tax return was required to be filed 

for the estate, the personal representative or collector shall so certify in the final account filed 

with the clerk of superior court. Such certification shall list the amount and value of all of the 

decedent's property, and with respect to real estate, its particular location within or outside the 

State, including any property transferred by the decedent over which the decedent had retained 

any interest, or any property transferred within three years prior to the date of the decedent's 

death, and after being filed and accepted by the clerk of the superior court shall be prima facie 

evidence that such property is free of any State inheritance or State estate tax liability. The 

personal representative or collector shall produce vouchers for all payments or verified proof 

for all payments in lieu of vouchers. With the approval of the clerk of superior court, such 

account may be filed voluntarily at any time. In all cases, the accounting shall be reviewed, 

audited and recorded by the clerk of superior court in the manner prescribed in G.S. 28A-21-1. 

(b) Except as provided in subsection (a), after the date specified in the general notice to 

creditors as provided for in G.S. 28A-14-1, if all of the debts and other claims against the estate 

of the decedent duly presented and legally owing have been paid in the case of a solvent estate 

or satisfied pro rata according to applicable statutes in the case of an insolvent estate, the 

personal representative or collector may file his the personal representative's or collector's final 

account to be reviewed, audited and recorded by the clerk of superior court. Nothing in this 

subsection shall be construed as limiting the right of the surviving spouse or minor children to 

file for allowances under G.S. 30-15 through 30-18 and the right of a surviving spouse to file 

for property rights under G.S. 29-30. 

"§ 28A-21-2.2.  Final accounting by limited personal representative. 

(a) Filing Requirement. – A limited personal representative appointed pursuant to 

Article 29 of this Chapter shall file a sworn affidavit or report listing all debts and other claims 

duly presented to the limited personal representative and providing proof that the debts and 

other claims were satisfied, compromised, or denied, and that the time for filing suit thereon 

has expired. The sworn affidavit or report shall be filed within 30 days of the later of the 

following: 

(1) The date by which a claim must be presented as set forth in the general 

notice to creditors provided for in G.S. 28A-14-1. 

(2) The date by which an action for recovery of a rejected claim must be 

commenced under G.S. 28A-19-6. 


